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Citizenship and nationhood are traditionally the preserve of political philosophy. Empirical
investigations of these disputed notions are less common, making Appartenir au Québec a welcome
addition to ongoing debates. The authors distil the answers provided by 85 Montrealers of varied
socioeconomic and cultural backgrounds (native-born and immigrants) to questions about their
attachment to Québec, Canada, their culture of origin, the state, their language and their political
values. These rich qualitative data alow Helly and van Schendel to identify six categories of
citizenship and nationhood, which they discussin respective chapters. Some of these are unsurprising:
groups of respondents identify with “ethnic” or “civic” ideas of nationhood, “republican” or “liberal”
notions of citizenship. Many of the themes associated with these categories are equally familiar:
sovereignty as a common project, the importance of shared values, or the relationship between
lineage and nationality.

The most interesting aspect of the book is its very detailed depiction of the complexity of the
practice and experience (rather than the ideational expression) of national belonging and citizenship.
Immigrants and native-born individuals rarely fall into the neatly separate categories described in the
book and elsewhere in the literature, but belong to overlapping, complex political sub-groups, usually
influenced by their own history, class, gender, and personal experiences. Respondents identified as
republican-universalist sovereignists for instance recognize the discrimination they endure or the
privileges they enjoy within their community, and do their best to reconcile this reality with their
egalitarian beliefs. Nativist, lineage-oriented nationalists are usually able to discuss the actual and
potential pitfalls of their values. Cosmopolitan liberals are likewise all too aware of the obduracy of
national identity, but nevertheless extol Montreal’ s cultura flexibility.

What does this tell us about national belonaing and citizenship in Quebec and bevond. beside the fact
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Maclure reaches a similar conclusion, but from the opposite direction. His work is a more traditional
analysis of some of the main intellectual currents on Quebec identity. It isan elegant book, complete
with a useful appendix for those unfamiliar with the central figures and institutions of Quebec’s rich
intellectual landscape, as well as a flattering foreword by Charles Taylor. Maclure’'s main point is
that the creaky-kneed dichotomy opposing rearview nationaliststo rootlesscosmopolitanindividualists
should be retired, to make way for a better understanding of an emerging pluralistic reality.

Quebec Identity is actually part of the movement it seeks to describe. Not unlike some of the writers
and thinkers he discusses, Maclure expresses a “plurality of allegiances’ (p.140), and expertly
navigates between the shoals of nationalism and the rocks of anti-nationalism. The obvious challenge
for this line of argument is to move from simply presenting this new “dialogical ethos’ to identifying
the institutional and societal form it should take. Maclure stops short of doing this, but it will be
interesting to seeif he charts a coursein that direction.
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